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General characteristics of the research work. This dissertation is devoted to 

the archetypal nature of the sounds of the Kazakh language. 

In the dissertation work, research is conducted in several areas in order to reveal 

the archetypal nature of the sounds of the Kazakh language. In the first direction, the 

history of the development of sounds and the nature of their occurrence are analyzed. 

In the second direction, based on the mytho-linguistic interpretation of the symbol the 

point inside a circle, proposed by S.Qondybay, the characteristics of the ‘alphabetic’ 

sounds of the Kazakh language are described from the worldview point of view and 

classified in metaphysical meaning. In the third direction, the role of sound 

symbolism in the differentiation of some part of the basic vocabulary in the Swadesh 

list is shown. 

Relevance of the research work. In the fundamental scientific works devoted 

to the sound system of the Kazakh language, the acoustic and articulatory features of 

sounds, sound composition, classification of sounds, sound changes, etc. were 

covered in detail. However, studies in this direction have considered the sounds of 

language mainly in the system-structural plan, that is, only within the framework of 

linguistics. In modern linguistics, the change of the object of research to the subject 

requires the consideration of language at the interdisciplinary level. The object of 

structural linguistics is the word, and the main core of modern linguistics is the 

person. That is, according to the new paradigm (anthropocentric), such extralinguistic 

factors as human cognition, being, speech, etc. are taken into account. The nature of 

language units is revealed at the intersection of several disciplines. The development 

of science and technology also stimulated the emergence of interdisciplinary 

methods, various computer programs. As a result of the joint work of specialists from 

several branches of science, many discoveries were made. The arrival of new 

technologies in science leads to a rethinking of existing opinions and assumptions.h 

ontogenesis, psychoanalytics, mythology, religious studies, and ethnography. 

In this work, in accordance with the requirements of the new paradigm, the 

sounds of the Kazakh language are described from the point of view of human 

existence, its essence, cognition, speech and are considered at the intersection of 

several disciplines. 

The term archetype in the topic of the dissertation is chosen in connection with 

universal phenomena. This term, which means ‘prototype’ in Greek, was introduced 

into scientific use by the Swiss psychoanalyst C.G.Jung. One of the main discoveries 

of C.G.Jung in the humanities is the archetypes of the collective unconscious. 

Archetypes are considered autonomous, spontaneous, universal, and innate images in 

the human psyche. They are reflected in dreams, myths, fairy tales, and children's 

drawings. For example, psychoanalysts who have studied the visual arts of children 

note that no matter what nationality the child is, he spontaneously draws a circle, a 



point in a circle, a square, lines that are considered common to all mankind, and show 

that the evolution of the development of the drawn figures is universal. There are also 

general patterns in the development of a child’s speech. This is recognized by all 

researchers who study speech ontogenesis. According to researchers of speech 

development, the child’s consciousness briefly repeats the development of human 

language, consciousness. Based on this idea, the paper compares the ways of 

developing the sounds of the Kazakh (common Turkic) language and the 

development of children’s speech, and reveals their similarities. 

In addition, the research paper developed a new classification of sounds of the 

Kazakh language based on universal symbols. As you know, in Turkology 

K.Sartkozhauly classified the sounds of the language from the point of view of the 

Turkic worldview. The scientist connects the runes of the eight vowels with the four 

corners of the world, or the eight vowels with the eight directions. In this work, 

vowels and consonants in the Kazakh language are fully covered and described in 

metaphysical meaning. 

The dissertation also examines sound symbolism, which is considered an 

“interesting phenomenon” in the Kazakh language. This question was the first in the 

Kazakh linguistics to be dealt with by K.Khusainov. In the following years, the sound 

symbolism remains unnoticed by Kazakh scientists. In modern foreign linguistics, 

sound symbolism has become one of the most relevant topics. Studying this universal 

phenomenon, new assumptions were made about the proto-language of the human 

race, the origin, and the evolution of language. In particular, it was hypothesized that 

the idea of F. de Saussure about the ‘arbitrariness of the language sign’ is not 

characteristic of many languages. In the dissertation work, by comparing the 

materials and the results of the experiment, it was concluded that the ‘principle’ given 

in traditional linguistics is also alien to the Kazakh language (in general, to the Turkic 

languages). All this indicates the relevance of this work. 

The purpose of the research work is to reveal the archetypal nature of the 

sounds of the Kazakh language. 

To achieve this goal, the research work assumes the following tasks: 

- analyze research on the sound archetypes of the Kazakh (Turkic) language; 

- show that phylogeny is repeated in ontogenesis based on sound 

correspondences; 

- reveal the mythical, psychological, metaphysical essence of the symbol the 

point inside a circle; 

- give a worldview classification of ‘alphabetic’ sounds in the Kazakh language 

using of the sign (symbol) the point inside a circle, used in modern Kazakh 

mytholinguistics; 

- conduct experiments based on the bouba/kiki effect to determine the 

associations of children and adults; 

- show the role of sound symbolism in differentiating simple binary concepts in 

the Swadesh list; 

- show that the relationship between the form and meaning of a word is not 

always based on the ‘arbitrariness of the linguistic sign’. 



The object of the research work is the archetypal nature of sounds in the 

Kazakh language. 

The subject of the study is the phylo- and ontogenetic, historical-diachronic 

characteristics of the sounds of the Kazakh language. 

Research methods. The study used the comparative-historical method, the 

morphemic analysis, the observation method, and the associative method based on 

the bouba-kiki effect, which is regularly used in modern linguistics. The experiment 

involved children 3-5 years old, students 17-21 years old. Due to the current situation 

of the pandemic, some experiments were conducted on social networks. People aged 

16 to 46 took part in the surveys. In the dissertation work, the mytho-linguistic 

reading of the ‘abak’ symbol or the symbol the point inside a circle S.Qondybay was 

also applied. 

Sources of research work. The sources of the research are the diaries of 

A.N.Gvozdev, M.B.Eliseeva on speech ontogenesis, children’s audio recordings, 

drawings, magazines in the Scopus database, ASJP, the Austronesian database of 

basic vocabulary, the etymological database of S. Starostin “The Tower of Babel” 

(LWED), the dictionary of M.Kashgari, “Etymological Dictionary of Turkic 

languages” (1974, 1989, 2000, 2003), “Ancient Turkic Dictionary” (1969), dictionary 

articles in the book “The structure of monosyllabic roots and bases in the Kazakh 

language” (OKO) by A.T.Kaidar, Explanatory Dictionary of the Kazakh Language 

(2008). 

The novelty of the research work. The main innovations in the research work 

are as follows: 

- historical sound correspondences and sound substitutes in speech ontogenesis 

are compared. The fact that phylogeny is briefly repeated in ontogenesis was 

determined by historical sound correspondences and sound substitutes in the child’s 

speech. 

- by mytho-linguistic reading of the symbol the point inside a circle, the 

classification of sounds in the Kazakh language was carried out. 

- for the first time in Kazakhstan linguistic science, experiments based on the 

bouba/kiki effect were conducted; 

- shows the role of the sound symbol in the differentiation of binary concepts in 

the list of Swadesh (male-female; large-small, one-many; dark (black) - light 

(white)); 

- the natural (primar) relationship between the form and meaning of a word in 

the Kazakh language is shown, and it was noted that in traditional linguistics, the 

principle of ‘arbitrariness of the linguistic sign’ should be revised. 

Scientific, theoretical and methodological basis of research work. The 

research work was guided by the works of domestic and foreign scientists: 

V.Thomsen, V.V.Radloff, S.E.Malov, G.I.Ramstedt, M.Rӓsӓnen, V.A.Bogoroditsky, 

B.A.Serebrennikov, N.Z.Gadzhieva, A.M.Shcherbak, N.A.Baskakov, M.Tomanov, 

Sh.Kh.Akbayev, A.T.Kaidar, B.Sagyndykuly, S.Starostin, K.Sartkozhauly, etc.; 

ontogenesis of speech by A.N.Gvozdev, R.O.Jakobson, V.I.Beltyukov, A.D. 

Salakhov , T.Ayapova, M.B.Eliseeva, and others, on the phonetics of the Kazakh 

language by A.Baitursynuly, Zh.Aralbayev, A.Iskakov, S.Myrzabekov, 



A.Zhunusbek, etc.; on the semantics of the word by A.T.Kaidar, M.Eskeeva; on 

psychoanalytics by C.G.Jung, E.Edinger, etc.; on mythology, folklore, ethnography – 

by E.Meletinsky, D.A.Zolotarev, V.V.Ivanov, E.Tursynov, S.Qondybay; on the 

history of writing by I.D.Gelb, O.Suleimenov, K.Sartkozhauly; on the symbolism of 

sound by E.Sapir, W.Keller, K.Sh.Khusainov, V.S.Ramachandran, E.M.Hubbard, 

M.Imai, S.Kita, on the basic vocabulary of M.Swadesh, S.Wichmann, S.Greenhill, 

etc. 

The theoretical  value of the research work. The results of the study can serve 

as a reason for conducting new research on the history of the development of sounds 

of the Kazakh language, the classification of sounds, and sound symbols. The 

methods in the dissertation work can be used to solve theoretical problems related to 

phonetics, speech ontogenesis, lexicology, phonosemantics. 

Practical value of the research work. The results of the research work will 

serve in the development of lecture courses on phonetics, lexicology, introduction to 

linguistics, the history of language, and new areas of language science. The materials 

in the research work can be used in the development of teaching aids for students and 

undergraduates of philological faculties. 

Conclusions of the research work submitted for defense. In connection with 

the novelty of the research work, the following conclusions are proposed for the 

defense: 

1. There are many similarities between the ways of development of sounds in 

the Turkic language and the ways of development of sounds in children’s speech, i.e. 

the development of sounds in the phylogeny of sounds is repeated in the ontogenesis 

of speech. Looking at the path of development of sounds in the child’s speech, we 

can assume how sounds developed in phylogeny. 

2. The first sound/word is the cry (inga) of the child. The chid’s screams «lack 

the function of speech, but they solve a very important task of preparing the speech 

apparatus for mastering different aspects of pronunciation in the future». According 

to metaphysical cognition (representation), the basis of all words is a child’s cry inga, 

i.e. ңә, and the image of this ‘word’ is the symbol the point inside a circle. 

3. If the point of the sign circle with the point inside is associated with the 

concepts – base, beginning, navel, root, etc., then the circle is the manifestation, the 

world, the offspring (12 ata Bayuly, 12 descendants of Israel, etc.), the direction (for 

example, four, eight), etc. The number of rays propagating from the point, or the 

circle that surrounds the point, can be several. These universal, common to humanity 

concepts, archetypal images are reflected in myth, folklore, language, etc.and are 

interpreted depending on the situation. Some scholars have associated such universal 

concepts with the authorship of a particular people. For example, the opinion that the 

Turks borrowed from the Chinese the concept of the four corners of the world, and its 

color symbols, was firmly established in the Soviet era. However, the concept of the 

four corners of the world and its color symbolism represent the idea of the Turks 

about their own experience of knowledge. This can be determined using the mytho-

linguistic interpretation of the symbol the point inside a circle.. If the point is the 

navel, the center, the middle, then the four rays coming from the point are connected 



to the four corners of the world. In color symbolism, it means qonyr-brown ‘center’, 

kok-blue ‘east’, qyzyl-red ‘south’, aq-white ‘west’, qara-black ‘north’. 

4. In Turkology, an attempt was made to connect the sounds of the language 

through such a universal concept (the four corners of the world). Thus, 8 vowels in 

the Turkic language were symbolized with eight directions, and 4 runes denoting 8 

vowel sounds-with four corners of the world. Logically, these directions should have 

a junction or center (the fifth element), and due to the presence of 28 sounds in the 

Kazakh language, it is recommended to use the metaphysical concept of center and 

triple fence when classifying sounds. Of the 28 sounds in the Kazakh language, four 

(ң, ә, й, р) denote the concept of a center, 24 sounds are divided into three levels of 

eight, and 8 sounds of each level denote 8 directions. 

5. In the Kazakh language, there are a significant amount of sound symbolic 

words. The relationship between the meaning and form of a word in the Kazakh 

(common Turkic) language is dependent. 

6. Russian Russian language influence on the Turkic languages was strong, 

since the vast majority of the Turkic peoples were part of the Russian Kingdom, and 

then the USSR. Linguistic concepts specific to the Russian language were included in 

the textbooks of the grammar of the Turkic language with political overtones. One 

such alien concept is the arbitrary relationship between the form and meaning of a 

word. This is considered one of the ‘design features’ in traditional linguistics. 

However, the results of this study show that this phenomenon is not peculiar to the 

Kazakh language (in general, to the Turkic languages). In the future, Turkologists and 

linguists should conduct experimental work on sound symbolism, and should 

abandon the ‘principle’ that is not peculiar to the Kazakh language (in general, to the 

Turkic languages). 

Approbation of research work. According to the results of the research work, 

9 articles have been published in domestic and foreign publications, in collections of 

materials of international scientific and practical conferences. Of these, 2 articles 

were published in the journals of the International Database Scopus, WoS, 3 articles 

in the journals of the Committee for Control in the Sphere of Education and Science 

of the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan, and 4 

articles in the collections of international conferences. 

The structure of the research work. The dissertation work consists of an 

introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, a list of references and appendices. 


